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SDG-VNR Status Report – Excerpts
 2019
 

Reporting Countries in Asia in the Excerpts here
1. Cambodia
2. Indonesia
3. Kazakhstan
4. Mongolia
5. Pakistan
6. Philippines
7. Timor Leste 
8. Turkmenistan

General Remark and submission: Institutionalization and localization of SDGs and their indicators and Capacity building of the local institutions, highly recommended by the CSOs across all the 10 countries

	Country
	Background
	Advocacy on SDGs
  Government                                                                                         CSOs
	Remarks

	Cambodia
	· In Cambodia, the Sustainable Development Goals localization plan was supposed to be finalized at the end of the second quarter of 2018; however, the national high-level committee, as its meeting April 24, 2018, requested revisions and a reduction of the number of indicators. The Government of Cambodia finalized Cambodia Sustainable Development Goals (CSDGs) in late 2018. 
·  The CSDGs 2016-2030 framework and the sectoral development plans will be mainstreamed into the next NSDP 2019-2023, while the NSDP 2014-2018 is approaching its final target year. 
· The results of Mid-Term Review of NSDP 2014-2018, recognizes an increasingly complex and challenging domestic, regional, and global development environment and Cambodia's economy is undergoing a significant re-structuring as the sector share of GDP shifts away from agriculture in the direction of industry and services.
·  The government and development partner (DP) resources, including civil society, as well as private sector resources, are insufficient to meet all national development objectives. 
· It will be important to more strategically link sector priorities with national development objectives articulated in the Rectangular Strategy (RS) and clarify what aspects of the Plan will be financed by national resources. 
· This will enable government, DPs, and private sectors to more effectively and efficiently coordinate development finance. 



	· The Royal Government of Cambodia is finalizing its localizing the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), creating Cambodia SDGs (CSDGs) 2016-2030.
· For the SDGs and next NSDP 2019-2023 development, the Ministry of Planning lead the preparation and in cooperation with line ministries (LMs) and line agencies (LAs). 
· The preparation process included (1) the instruction on input preparation, (2) collection inputs form LMs/LAs, (3) draft CSDGs and NSDP 2019-2023, (4) consultation on the draft version with TWGs, LMs/LAs at the technical level and political level, high level meeting, and at the consultation and getting approval by council of ministers' meetings, (5) the adopted by National Assembly and the Senate and the promulgated by the King for official use. After that, CSDGs and NSDP 2019-2023 will be officially launched and disseminated to all relevant stakeholders at national and sub-national level . In supporting to the recommendation of CSDGs and NSDP review and in relation to the development of new one, civil society plays vital roles in complementing with government, in particularly the support on sectoral development plans. Given the NGO Forum's mandate through Development Policy Working Group (DPWG) coordinate sectoral NGOs/CSOs monitoring the government's policies  is inherently important. 
· The review findings will be the evidence-based references for supporting sector NGOs/CSOs to monitor the progress and strategic priorities next CSDGs implementation and Monitoring. 
· 
	· 
	· .


	Indonesia
	· Indonesia invites CSOs, ministries/national institutions, private sector, universities (all attached to the Implementing Team, Coordination and Working Groups – according to the National Planning Agency (Bappenas) Ministerial Decree No. 64 2018 on the Establishment of working groups and expert teams) for consultative processes and provision of indicators and targets for SDGs NAP 2019 (National Planning Agency Ministerial Regulation No. 7 of 2018). The filling process is done online by sending e-mail to Bappenas, where there have been consultants appointed for each of the goals that will be reported in the VNR
· 
	· The consultation process after the preparation is done online, for parties who want to provide a revision of the VNR draft, can submit via google form. The duration of the input/revision of the draft prepared by Bappenas was only one week.
· Indonesia has compiled the Main Message (Indonesia Main Message), which was prepared only by Bappenas, Consultants/Authors of each goal, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the SDGs Secretariat. 
	· The process of compiling the Main Messages does not include CSOs, CSOs, Universities, and all that are in the Implementing Team, Coordination and Working Groups (listed in Ministerial Decree 64 2018).
· 
	· 

	Kazakhstan
	The Kazakh Government established a Coordination Council under the Deputy Prime Minister and five inter-sectoral working groups headed by national coordinators to achieve and promote the SDGs (Five “P’s” of the Sustainable Development agenda (People, Planet, Prosperity, Peace, and Partnership).

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs named the coordinator of the ‘Partnership’ group, which works on implementation of the 17th SDG "Global Partnership in the Interests of Sustainable Development." The Ministry of National Economy of Kazakhstan coordinates this work at the country level.
· 
	In Kazakhstan, most priorities set by the Agenda 2030 are outlined in its key strategic and policy documents, including "Kazakhstan-2050", "Nurly Zhol" and Nation’s Plan "100 Concrete Steps". The RoK Parliament is working actively over ensuring a legislative basis for implementation of all the set goals. This is most clearly attested to by the results of the UN International Experts Mission with the aim of rapid comprehensive evaluation of Kazakhstan’s readiness for implementing and monitoring SDGs that was held in November 2016. The experts identified a fairly high degree of inclusion of target SDG indicators into national and sectoral plans - 61% of SDG targets have been already covered by national strategic documents. 
So far, it can be mentioned that Kazakhstan has made certain progress in achieving Goal 1 "End poverty" and Goal 10 "Reduce inequality". The Gini ratio is 0.263.  
Kazakhstan is still under its way to progress on SDG 2 "End hunger", SDG 3 "Ensure healthy life and promote well-being", SDG 9 "Build infrastructure, promote industrialization and foster innovation", SDG 16 "Peace, justice and effective institutions", SDG 17 "Partnership for sustainable development". 
Accomplishment of Goal 2 is impeded by cereal yields, which are 1.2 tons/hectare and a high nitrate index in food and water. 
SDG 3 - a cardiovascular, cancer, diabetes and chronic respiratory disease mortality rate is high, the morbidity related to atmospheric are pollution, as well as mortality in traffic accidents.
Goal 9 is not achieved because of a small number of scientific and technical journal papers per capita and low expenses for scientific research and developments (0.2% of GDP). In addition, environmental aspects are referred to problem issues: a high level of carbon dioxide emission in fuel combustion/power generation (Goal 13) 
· 
	Generally some of local CSOs (including ARGO) are regular members of the working group ‘Partnership’ (Goal 17) and the “Dialogue Platform on Human Dimension” led by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. However, it is a rare practice among other civil society organizations.
Civil society makes its own contribution to the Agenda through implementation of joint, multi-stakeholder projects, international donor projects, state social contracting and other organizational activities. 
· 
	Disaggregation of SDG indicators in considered as one of the challenging issues.

Challenges:
· Lack of a methodology for more than 80 indicators 
· National SDG indicators: selection principles, data quality and comparability between countries 
· Need in strengthening coordination among data producers
· Need in improving the statistical systems capacity (funding, additional staffing, personnel training)
Selected CSO representatives are invited to be a member of its delegation to participate in the HLPF while VNR will be presented by a government official.
Kazakhstan does not have a formal network that would coordinate the implementation and raise awareness about the agenda. However, informed CSOs analyze their activity in line with the Sustainable Development Goals, raise awareness of their peers and partners, and develop their own plans on implementation of the agenda.
One of the case studies could be the ARGO case, which is currently implementing the Partnership for Innovation program aimed at strengthening civil society in Central Asia to influence their respective governments on all aspects of local, national, and regional debate and policymaking, representing the voices of their beneficiaries and constituents.
The legislative changes that came into effect in 2015 give the authorities wide powers to exercise control over the activities of non-governmental organizations. According to such changes, a government database was created in the country where all non-governmental organizations are obliged to submit annual reports to. If this requirement is not complied with, non-governmental organizations may be penalized in the form of fines or suspension of their activities for three months.
In addition, the country's legislation imposes additional reporting obligations on non-governmental organizations operating with the support of foreign funding. The failure to comply with these requirements also leads to imposition of fines by the state.

The following challenges could be also mentioned:
· Lack of formal frameworks for engagement: Relevant ministries and SDG focal points in the CA countries have been established to implement SDGs and prepare the VNR. However, there has been no mechanism so far to engage CSOs in this process.

· Lack of information or awareness:
Only a limited group of CSOs are involved in SDG implementation, monitoring and coordination with the government. None of the Central Asian countries has translated the SDG-related information into the national languages – which excludes at least 75% of the population from the discussion and implementation process.

· Lack of capacity
There is no common understanding on SDGs in the countries. Fragmentation of CSOs and a different level of maturity.

· Lack of coordination 
No leading organizations on SDG issues

·  Lack of trust in the UN international agreements and their follow-up and review system 

· Lack of trust in national implementation processes 
· 

	Mongolia
	National Development Agency, National Council on SDGs lead by Prime Minister, Parliament Subcommittee on SDGs
SD Vision 2030 adopted in 2016, February 6 by the Parliament. However it does not include all SDG goals and targets. According to the Law on development policy and planning government action plans and political parties’ election agenda should be based on the SD Vision 2030.    
There are gaps in policy coherence and lack of coordinated national SDG framework. SDV 2030 recognizes the interrelatedness of the three pillars however there is no mechanism, capacity and experience to respond and incorporate effectively in prioritizing development policies, planning and budgeting
	No national plan for funding SDGs and not publicly announced role of international development organisations for funding SDG implementation in Mongolia. Except UNDP supports for developing SDV 2030 and VNR preparation
	CSO network on SDGs had 1,5 day consultation with the experts who write Mongolia VNR report where CSOs presented  their SDG report. 

CSO network on SDGs has drafted the CSOs report on SDGs. We expect that some of recommendations from the CSO report will be reflected in the Mongolian VNR report. After the HLPF the CSO network will continue public awareness raising about the NVR,  monitoring the government  fulfilment of its commitments,  mobilize communities to ensure that SDGs were incorporated into election agendas of political parties for 2020 general elections and the government action plan for 2021-2024 

	Lack of resource is the main challenge

	Pakistan
	Planning Commission of Pakistan is leading the SDGs implementation process as apex body of the country for planning, development and reforms working under the aegis of Ministry of Planning Development and Reforms. 

	National Economic Council, Government of Pakistan has already approved the National Priority Framework for SDGs Implementation in March 2018. The annual and multi year development plans / programs and projects are being made in accordance with the National and Provincial Priority Frameworks of SDGs.
The government of Pakistan has been very keen since the adoption of SDGs in March 2016 by the Parliament of Pakistan. The three pillars of SDGs were translated in to the seven pillars of Vision 2025 of Pakistan, Parliamentary Task Forces are established at National and Provincial levels to oversight the implementation of SDGs. SDGs Units are established at Planning Commission and Departments at national and Provincial through Prime Minister’s SDGs Support Fund  
PKRs 500 Millions Prime Minister’s SDGs Support Fund has been created as matching grant for SDGs implementation and UNDP has also contributed the similar amount to strengthen SDGs Units under the aegis of Planning Commission & Departments at national and provincial levels respectively. Many donors, INGOs are aligning their agendas with those of SDGs national priority indicators. No public project/ program in Pakistan could be approved until it has contributory factors towards the achievement of any target / indicator of SDGs.   


	Many consultations have been carried out by national and provincial governments for the preparation of VNR. Representatives of CSOs, PWDs, Transgender communities, minorities, academia and private sector were extensively engaged in the national and provincial stakeholders’ consultations. On the other hands AwazCDS/Pakistan Development Alliance was facilitated by Planning Commission of Pakistan / Ministry of Planning Development and Reforms to carry out stakeholders’ consultations to collect citizens’ voices from 42 districts of the country selecting districts from all the four provinces and two regions including Azad Jammu & Kashmir and Gilgit Baltistan. AwazCDS/Pakistan Development Alliance has already carried out the consultations with the engagement of 1268 participants representing youth, women, elderly people, farmers, home based workers, labourers, teachers, government servants, parliamentarians, local govt. representatives, academia, private sector, minorities, transgender community and others. The findings of the districts level stakeholders’ consultations are already shared with Planning Commission for inclusion in the National VNR report. Pakistan Development Alliance will also prepare a separate Alternate VNR Report  
Pakistan Development Alliance prepared a case study for the spot light report on SDG16 shared at HLPF2019.  


	The following are some of the major challenges 
a) Lack of resources for CSOs / governments departments focusing on rights based agendas of SDGs 
b) Shrinking civic spaces due to the new regulatory frameworks like FATF etc. 
Delays in localization of SDGs and lack of resources for local bodies at district levels.

	Turmenistan
	On November 17, 2017, Presidential Decree No. 438 was adopted to approve the institutional structure of the SDG monitoring system in Turkmenistan, including the creation of a Working Group on the SDGs, which includes representatives from more than 60 national ministries and departments, research institutes and higher educational institutions for the practical implementation of the SDGs in the country.

Prior to this resolution, only state structures were involved in SDGs in the country.
About 70 state and industry programs, concepts and plans are being implemented in the country. Based on analytical information from ministries, departments, regional administrations, as well as other government bodies, the Union of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs, another program has been developed - on the socio-economic development of the country in 2018-2024, the essence of which reflects the ways of achieving the Sustainable Development Goals in Turkmenistan

On February 1, 2019, the Program of Social and Economic Development of Turkmenistan for 2019-2025 was approved, which is a “road map” for achieving the SDGs in Turkmenistan.

· As part of implementation of the global Sustainable Development Agenda until 2030, Turkmenistan has achieved significant success through the implementation of national programs for socio-economic development, including the National Program for the transformation of social and living conditions of villages to mobilize funds for the construction of the gas pipeline Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India, allowing to resolve issues related not only to the energy supply, but also to the creation of conditions for the prosperity of the entire region., towns, etraps and etrap centers for the period until 2020, as well as the efforts of our state 

	The Ministry of Finance and Economy of Turkmenistan is responsible for coordinating work on the SDGs, including monitoring of SDGs

State Statistics Committee of Turkmenistan is responsible for maintaining SDG database

	On November 1, 2018, UNDP met with representatives of government agencies, public associations and the private sector to prepare a voluntary national review of the SDGs.
The Forum "The role of public organizations in the provision of social services for sustainable development in Turkmenistan" was held on December 13, 2018 in support of UNDP in Turkmenistan and the German Embassy in Turkmenistan.
On March 27, 2019, a focus group with representatives of public organizations is planned in the UN building to discuss the Voluntary National Review (DNO) of Turkmenistan on the SDGs.

Selected CSO representatives are invited to be a member of its delegation to participate in the HLPF while VNR will be presented by a government officials.

Also Turkmenistan does not have a formal network that would coordinate the implementation and raise awareness about the agenda. However, informed CSOs analyze their activity in line with the Sustainable Development Goals, raise awareness of their peers and partners, and develop their own plans on implementation of the agenda.

	There are no challenges to prevent CSO delivery of the 2030 Agenda in Turkmenistan, but some issues we have on awareness raising about SDGs among Civil Society. 

In addition, the country's legislation quite tough for CSOs to get grants and any technical support from international Funds, but such a supportion is most significant for non-governmental organizations operating in Turkmenistan.  Therefore, many CSOs can’t see themselves interests to cooperate on SDGs issues. 
As mercury pollution is now a matter of international concern, the important step in this direction was taken in 2013 with the adoption of the Minamata Convention on Mercury. The Minamata Convention on Mercury was signed in 2013, and entered into force in August 2017. It aims to protect human health and the environment from anthropogenic emissions and releases of mercury and its compounds.
To date, Turkmenistan did not sign the Minamata Convention and shows lack of attention to this issue.  Turkmenistan national legislation does not contain any provision on toxic waste regulation. The mercury contained waste is not utilized properly in the country and there is no proper monitoring mechanism to control this. In the meantime, the electricity sector is a significant source of mercury emissions in Turkmenistan.
State legislation will need to be tightened to impose stricter limits on mercury emissions. Ratification of the Minamata Convention by Turkmenistan is a necessary step for human health and the environment.


	Timor Leste
	Over the last 18 years Timor-Leste has made great progress toward securing lasting peace, justice and strong institutions. The country has made some progress in macroeconomic stability although its continuously highly rely on offshore petroleum revenue. At the end of March, the Central Bank reported that the Petroleum Fund was valued at $16.98 billion however no transfer  to the state budget where made in first quarter of 2019.[footnoteRef:1] The nation of 1.3 million people continues to face challenges, with economic stability reliant on government spending in the short-term. The Strategic Development Plans 2011-2030 stated that Timor-Leste aiming to develop a “prosperous and strong” upper middle-income nation by 2030 however economic diversification is remain a challenge for Timor-Leste’s development [1:  Central Report retrieved from www.laohamutuk.org ] 

Timor-Leste has impressive track record with regard to democracy and human rights, especially considering its young age as a nation. Timor-Leste has been ranked as the most democratic nation in Southeast Asia, fifth in Asia and coming 43rd globally in the Democracy Index 2016, published by the Economist Intelligence.[footnoteRef:2] In 2017 Timor-Leste held Presidential Election and two parliamentary election with free and transparent and no major violence reported before, during and after election.  [2:  http://www.eiu.com/topic/democracy-index, http://thediplomat.com/2017/03/the-importance-of-timor-lestes2017-elections/] 



Timor-Leste has place SDG 16 as fundamental SDG to accelerate the progress in achieving other SDGs. Because high level of peaceful, security, access to justice and strong institution are key leaving no one behind in all sectors. Although we have sufficient civic space for civil society participation but there have haven cases reported on journalist and media been threatened and there have several incidents where civil society members were brutally responded to demonstrations that have been taking in front of National Parliament House. 


	Areas where government have been investing and cooperating to build partnership with civil society and other development partners in order to contribute to the implementation SDG 16 are as follow:
Social Audit 
In 2015, the VI Constitutional Government of Timor-Leste and civil society through FONGTIL signed a Memorandum of Understanding to do social audit fostering transparency and accountability. This was established for a better partnership between government and civil society organizations to facilitate the improvement of development in Timor-Leste. Social Audit Unit were established under the Office Prime Minister (PMO) to provide supervision, coordination, and follow up with line ministries to ensure the implementation of findings and recommendations from social audit. 
Civic space to participate in laws and budgeting making processes
Civil Society participation in the process of the formulation of laws and budgeting process are considered to be pivotal in Timor-Leste. FONGTIL, Rede Feto a women’s organizations network and other NGOs like La’o Hamutuk, Judicial System Monitoring Programme (JSMP) and Mahein are often invited by National Parliament to provide insight and inputs on laws, policies and budgeting making. Despite the limitations and resources that NGOs have with regards to Portuguese language because most of draft laws and budget are usually in Portuguese and time constrains that provides to the NGOs but they are frequently trying to make all efforts to make use opportunities and spaces that provided by Government and National Parliament to bring their insights. 
Adoption of UNSCR 1325 on Women and Peace Security 
In October 2016, Timor-Leste launched National Action Plan for the implementation of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security 2016-2020. 
	Since the beginning when the SDGs was adopted the Government of Timor-Leste organized series of workshop to introduce and socialize SDGs at country level to development partners including, private sectors, and civil society organizations. Civil society organizations like FONGTIL and Rede Feto have been engaged actively as permanent members in SDG working for the preparation of SDGs Voluntary National Review (VNR) and in the consultations.

· Aligning National Monitoring and Evaluation System with SDGs targets and indicators 
· linking SDGs with UPR implementation and CEDAW as well as other international treaties 
· Managing and allocating resources to implement SDGs in all sector
· Engage CSOs in raising awareness on SDGs at the local level 
· Strengthening oversight mechanism through SDG working group
· Straitening the role of oversight body to including National Parliament to monitor SDGs implementation



	SDGs working group was established and the government have been frequently stating that line ministries plan and budget have to be aligned with SDGs but there was no strategy established to ensure the implementation both at national and local level. 

Frequent change in government leadership
SDGs working group a led by Prime Minister office, however, due to frequent change in political leadership therefore it also contributes to progress in preparedness and coordination for concreate implementation after the development of SDGs road map. The working group was vacuum until 2019 that Timor-Leste has to prepare for SDGs VNR.  

Data gap and lack of disaggregated data 
In general Timor-Leste huge gap statistic date in all sector all SDGs goal particularly it is often more difficult in disaggregated data. The global SDGs Agenda requires a better disaggregated data can help to policy making and to monitor progress in all SDGs that left no one behind. This true for ensure inclusiveness and gender equality in all sector. 

Lack of Monitoring and evaluation
Although there is enough civic space for civil participation however the government sometime “picky” in taking inputs and recommendation from civil society. However, so far has National Parliament has been a key partners to civil society organization to provide inputs in policy making process including budgeting. Thus, there is huge need in establishing a muti-stakeholder mechanism for data sharing and for monitoring and evaluation of SDGs in all sectors 

Lack of mechanism to implement at municipal level
SDGs has been mainly introduced at national level with limited engagement at local level. this is also because of centralize system of planning and decision making. Thus in spirit decentralization there should be a plan in place how to localize SDGs at municipal level making sure that local government needs to understand how SDGs would help to accelerate development that leave no one behind.
Success
Despite challenges SDGs has had help established some inclusive partnership where bringing in all multi-stakeholder’s partners such as civil society organization, women’s organizations, persons with disabilities, private sector and international development partners. They have come together to share common concerns and committed to work together to achieve Timor-Leste vision. SDGs increase awareness that world leaders are committed develop the country with leaving no one behind. 
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